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The Edinburgh Canal Strategy
KEY AIMS

• Present a vision for the Union Canal

• Set out the aspirations of the Council and British 
Waterways (Scotland)

• Identify the key heritage, community and environmental 
issues

• Establish clear policies and guidance 

• Set out and action plan for the future development of 
the canal

Executive Summary 

• This executive summary includes:

– Section 3 - The opportunities and projects for the 
whole canal; 

– Section 4 - The hub and waterway strategy; and,
– Section 5 - Consultation information.

• The full strategy can be downloaded at:

www.edinburgh.gov.uk/canalstrategy



ACCESS / CANAL ENVIRONMENT

Key Opportunities 

• Sustainable transport

• Improving local access and visual 
connections

• Managing competing uses

• Improving the sense of safety

Key projects

• Canal user management strategy

• Towpath capacity management

• Towpath access improvements 

Section 3 – Opportunities for the whole canal



WATERWAY / DEVELOPMENT

Key Opportunities 

• Protecting and enhancing the 
environment

• Offering opportunities for canalside 
developments 

• Creating new waterspace and 
moorings

• Securing future maintenance 

Key projects

• Canal development principles 

• Canal environment principles

• Canal development sites

Section 3 – Opportunities for the whole canal



RECREATION / TOURISM 

Key Opportunities 

• Improving and developing canal side 
facilities

• Improving the relationship of 
surrounding communities

• Raising awareness of the heritage 
value of the canal

• Raising the tourist potential of the 
canal

Key projects

• Interpretation and public art

• Development and enhancement of 
community facilities

Section 3 – Opportunities for the whole canal



DRAINAGE / CLIMATE CHANGE

Key Opportunities 

• Improving water quality, managing 
land drainage, managing flood risk

• Supporting climate change mitigation, 
carbon reduction and sustainability

Key projects

• Drainage and surface water run off

• Renewable energy, heating and 
cooling

• Grey water 

Section 3 – Opportunities for the whole canal



Section 4 - Hub and Waterway Strategy

HUB AND WATERWAY STRATEGY

• Five ‘hubs’ along the canal 

• Based on cruising times, destinations, available services and facilities 

• Focus for canal moorings, canal side and canal related development



Section 4 - Hub and Waterway Strategy
RATHO

THE CANAL VILLAGE

• Opportunity to enhance recreational 
potential of the canal 

• Proposed residential, visitor and long term 
moorings to create a strong waterway 
focus 

• A place to pause and enjoy en route to the 
city- should not distract from Lochrin Basin



Section 4 - Hub and Waterway Strategy

WESTER HAILES 

THE COMMUNITY CANAL 

• Key aim is to stimulate a range of canal side 
recreational, business and community uses 

• Build on the area’s existing facilities 
supplemented by additional facilities such as 
suitable sites for boat building / repair 



Section 4 - Hub and Waterway Strategy

MEGGETLAND 

THE WATERSPORTS HUB

• Currently home to a number of boathouses

• Envisaged that this area could become a 
centre of excellence for watersports for both 
paddlesports and rowing. 



Section 4 - Hub and Waterway Strategy

HARRISON PARK

THE WATERSIDE PARK

• Establish a waterway neighbourhood 
including visitor, commercial and residential 
moorings

• Opportunities to link the park to the canal 
should be explored



Section 4 - Hub and Waterway Strategy

LOCHRIN BASIN

THE CITY DESTINATION

• High quality visitor moorings complimented 
by commercial and residential moorings

• Creation of a sustainable, vibrant waterway 
community linked to the Fountainbridge 
area.



Consultation and Next Steps

The Edinburgh Canal Strategy

AIM:

• Develop further ideas on how to improve the use of the canal as an asset of 
the city

• identify whether consultees agree/disagree with the proposed ‘Hub Strategy’;

• Gather views on increasing the use of the water space along the canal 
through increased moorings (of all types including residential);

• Gather thoughts on canal-side development proposals

• Consider whether key problem access points along the canal have been 
identified correctly; and, 

• Consider whether anything is missing from the Strategy or should be 
removed. 

• Responses to this document should be submitted by 19th August 2011 

• Contact kate.hopper@edinburgh.gov.uk for further information 

Finalised Edinburgh Canal Strategy – December 2011


